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While most books on architecture concentrate on spatial themes, Building Time explores 
architecture’s temporal dimensions. Through a series of close readings of buildings, both 
contemporary and classic, it shows why an understanding of time is critical to understanding good 
architecture. 
 
All buildings exist in time. Even if designed for permanence, they change, slowly but inevitably. 
They change use, they accrue history and meaning, as do the movements of the human body from 
room to room. Time, this book argues, is the framework for our spatial experience of architecture, 
and a key dimension of a building’s structure and significance. 
 
Michael Benedikt writes, “Building Time is a graceful, timely, and purposeful walk through a garden of 
architectural knowledge, offering an account—in all, a theory—not just of human spatial experience 
through time (first we go here, then we go there...), but of the world experiencing itself through the 
medium of buildings, especially buildings which, in having long-term ethical projects as well as 
complexities of their own, are works of architecture. With Proustian intimacy and often dizzying 
insight, Leatherbarrow enlarges the very language we use to understand architecture. Buildings are 
indifferent only apparently. In marking time, in accommodating the fleeting, in witnessing and in 
suffering, they bring up the future.” 
 
For Billie Tsien, “When Leatherbarrow writes about time he is also writing about the slow and then 
ever faster passage of our own lives. Even as we visit the Pantheon to watch time literally move 
before our eyes and we are reminded that it also measures the span of our own existence. This is a 
dense, lyrical, and heartbreaking book about our lives and our buildings.” 


