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Paul Fairfield is Professor of Philosophy at Queen’s University (Kingston, ON Canada) where he
has taught since 2002. He holds a Ph.D. from McMaster University where his doctoral
supervisor was the late Gary B. Madison. His dissertation was later revised into a book titled The
Ways of Power: Hermeneutics, Ethics, and Social Criticism. Since then, he has authored over a
dozen books, all of which stem from an ongoing interest in philosophical hermeneutics and its
implications in moral and political philosophy (including Moral Selfhood in the Liberal
Tradition: The Politics of Individuality and Why Democracy?), the philosophy of education
(Education After Dewey and Teachability and Learnability: Can Thinking Be Taught?),
aesthetics (Artistic Creation: A Phenomenological Analysis, with Jeff Mitscherling), and
philosophy of history (Philosophical Reflections on Antiquity: Historical Change and Historical
Imagination: Hermeneutics and Cultural Narrative). Between 2001 and 2007, he served as
Editor of Symposium: Canadian Journal of Continental Philosophy, after which he went on to
edit or co-edit five anthologies (including most recently Relational Hermeneutics: Essays in
Comparative Philosophy and Hermeneutics and Phenomenology: Figures and Themes, both co-
edited with Saulius Geniusas). At Queen’s he teaches undergraduate courses in nineteenth- and
twentieth-century continental philosophy and an annual seminar on hermeneutics for graduate
and senior undergraduate students.



